
State Recognizes Six Economic Development Visionaries at Conference 

St. Paul - Reveling in the spirit of statewide innovation and 
entrepreneurship, six Minnesota economic development 
visionaries received Minnesota Vision Awards at a Wednesday 
evening banquet during the 11th annual Minnesota Development 
Conference in St. Paul. The annual fall conference focuses on 
community, economic and workforce development.  

This year’s winners are all inspiring and positive role models, 
champions and visionaries in their respective fields, said Ward 
Einess, acting commissioner of the Minnesota Department of 
Employment and Economic Development (DEED). Each of them 
understands and embodies the spirit of innovation and 
entrepreneurship in economic development, workforce 
development, and education.  

This is the third year that development conference sponsors have 
presented the Minnesota Vision Awards, which recognize 
Minnesotans who constantly seek new ways to innovate and who 
bring an entrepreneurial spirit to their development activities. The 
awards themselves serve as a best practice to be emulated by 
others after the conference…  

 

 

Glenn Thuringer, is manager of the Worthington 
Regional Economic Development Corporation, a 
community organization that has made a firm 
commitment to enhance business and community 
development in the Worthington area. Thuringer has 
been deeply involved in the Economic Development 
Association of Minnesota and the Minnesota 
Association of County Economic Developers. He has 
been especially active in promoting the biosciences. 
He led Worthington’s participation in the Blandin Community Leadership Program, which led to the creation of a 
bioscience training center in conjunction with the Minnesota West Community and Technical College. It is 
difficult to make things happen in rural Minnesota because it does not have all of the amenities of the more 
metropolitan areas of the state from an economic development perspective, says Dr. Ron Wood, President of 
Minnesota West Community and Technical College. But Glenn is willing to look outside the box and try 
something new. He continues to look outside of the box, and good things happen. Thuringer was nominated by 
the Economic Development Association of Minnesota.  


